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Open Access Questions & Answers
On October 7, 2016, Prentice Institute research affiliates and U of L librarians had an informal, 
lively discussion on open access (OA).  A central focus was the May 2015 OA policy on Tri-
Agency funded research published in peer-reviewed journals, and ways in which the Library can 
help researchers meet granting agencies’ OA requirements. My colleagues and I subsequently 
prepared an OA FAQs document which we shared with Prentice research affiliates.  We plan 
to incorporate these FAQs into the Library’s research guides, but in the meantime this column 
highlights some of the questions that generated the most discussion.1 
Q. What kinds of OA options may be available when I’m ready to submit an article for 

publication?
A. A variety of business models are used by publishers who support OA in some form.  Of the 

publishers who make their OA publications immediately and freely available to the public, 
some require authors to pay publication charges (APCs), while others find alternative ways 
to cover production costs without charging APCs.  Both of these dramatically different 
approaches to providing immediate, free access for all readers are known as “gold OA.”
Although commercial (“toll access”) academic publishers impose fees on readers and 
libraries, most permit authors to make peer-reviewed accepted manuscripts available in 
an OA repository. In many cases, however, publishers stipulate that public access must be 
delayed until an embargo period has passed.  This business model which permits works to 
be made freely accessible to all readers only in a pre-publication form (possibly delayed by a 
publisher-imposed embargo period) is known as “green OA.”
Some toll-access publishers use the traditional subscription-based system and at the same 
time offer authors the option of paying an APC to make their individual accepted articles 
available under gold OA.  In this business model, known as “hybrid OA,” the contents 
of a given journal issue may be a blend of articles that are toll-access (accessible only by 
subscribers) and open-access (immediately accessible by everyone).  Hybrid OA is, in 
essence, a form of publisher double-dipping.

1 For an overview of the connections between open access and copyright, please see the May 
2016 Copyright Corner column.
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Q. As a Tri-Council research grant recipient, what are my OA publishing obligations?
A. The Tri-Agency Open Access Policy on Publications applies to SSHRC and NSERC research 

grants awarded May 1, 2015 and onward, and to CIHR grants awarded January 1, 2008 
and onward.  The policy requires grant holders to make their peer-reviewed journal 
articles addressing Tri-Agency funded research to be freely accessible within 12 months of 
publication via one of two routes:
a. Online Repositories
Grant recipients can deposit their final, peer-reviewed manuscript into an institutional or 
disciplinary repository that will make the manuscript freely accessible within 12 months 
of publication. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to determine which publishers 
allow authors to retain copyright and/or allow authors to archive journal publications in 
accordance with funding agency policies.
b. Journals
Grant recipients can publish in a journal that offers immediate open access or that offers 
open access on its website within 12 months. Some journals require authors to pay article 
processing charges (APCs) to make manuscripts freely available upon publication. The cost of 
publishing in open access journals is an eligible expense under the Use of Grant Funds.

Q. What are the Tri-Council requirements regarding the release of data to accompany OA 
articles? 

A. See the Library’s guide on Tri-Council Policies which references the SSHRC Research Data 
Archiving Policy and the Tri-Agency Statement of Principles on Digital Data Management 
issued June 15, 2016.  The following are excerpts from the latter document:
Objective:
The objective of this statement of principles is to promote excellence in digital data 
management practices and data stewardship in agency-funded research. It complements 
and builds upon existing agency policies, and serves as a guide to assist researchers, research 
communities and research institutions in adhering to the agencies’ current and future 
research data management requirements.
Expectations: Constraints and Obligations:
Research data must be managed in agreement with all commercial, legal and ethical 
obligations.
Data management should be performed in accordance with the requirements of the Tri-
Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans – 2nd edition. . . . 
Data management should also be performed in accordance with the requirements of the Tri-
Agency Framework: Responsible Conduct of Research.
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Expectations: Preservation, Retention and Sharing:
Research data resulting from agency funding should normally be preserved in a publicly 
accessible, secure and curated repository or other platform for discovery and reuse by others.

Further Questions & Answers
 The following questions were also addressed in our FAQs document:

• What do the Tri-Council data requirements say about qualitative data and privacy/ethics 
obligations?

• If my research data can be made publicly available, where can I find a trustworthy storage 
repository?

• Subject-specific or institutional repository: What’s best for my research?
• When can my research data sets derived from Statistics Canada data be placed in open 

data repositories to meet Tri-Council and other open data requirements?
• Are Data Liberation Initiative (DLI) data covered by the Statistics Canada Open Licence 

Agreement?  
• Where can I find out about the permissibility of making publicly available my research 

data set that is based on or derived from DLI data such as PUMFs?
• How can the U of L Library help me meet the Tri-Council open access requirements?
• How do I know which journals offer OA publishing options that meet funding agencies’ OA 

requirements?

You can access the full FAQs document at www.uleth.ca/lib/copyright/
documents/oa faqs_final.pdf 
As always, feel free to contact the copyright advisor office for help in sorting 
out copyright-related questions or challenges.

Rumi Graham,
University Copyright Advisor

E-mail: copyright@uleth.ca
Phone: 403-332-4472

Website: www.uleth.ca/copyright
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